
EUROPEAN COUNCIL 
Meeting of Heads of State and 

Government  

INNOVATION 
Creation of the post of 

President, elected for two and 
a half years, renewable once 

Herman van Rompuy 
Arbitrates 
within the 
Council of 
Ministers. 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
Legislative body rallying the 

Ministers of the Member 
States in specialised 

configurations 
www.consilium.europa.eu 

INNOVATION 
Extension of the 

vote to the double 
majority (decisions 
taken by 55% of 

the Member States 
representing 65% 
of the population) 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
27 commissioners, appointed by the 
Member States and invested by the 

European Parliament. The Commission 
expresses European general interest 

www.ec.europa.eu 
President: José Manuel Barroso 

Defines the main 
guidelines. 

 
Provides impetus. 

INNOVATION  
Approbation of the 

President of the 
Commission and of 
the College by the 

Parliament  

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
Elected by universal suffrage 
for 5 years, it represents the 

citizens and approves the 
"laws" and the European 

budget with the Council of 
Ministers 

www.europarl.europa.eu 
President: Jerzy Buzek 

COURT OF JUSTICE 
Ensures that European law is respected 

in how it is interpreted and how 
community law is applied 
www.curia.europa.eu 

President: Vassilios Skouris 

Proposes directives and regulations to both 
legislative bodies. 

Ensures that the Treaties are respected. 

Is responsible for common policies. 

INNOVATION 
Creation of a High Representative 

of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy 
Catherine Ashton 

INNOVATION 
With the Council of 

Ministers it becomes 
the main legislator. 
The number of MEPs 

is limited to 751 

Annex 2 
HOW THE EUROPEAN UNION’S INSTITUTIONS ARE RUN 
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